Level: PhD
Course title: Geography and global change
Status: elective
ECTS: 11
Requirements: None
Learning objectives
To understand contemporary global changes and their influences on geographic space; with
changes in the solar system and their influences on the Earth, as well as on climate, hydrosphere,
biosphere, arable land and even in some of landforms.
Students should adopt knowledge about the global changes in the world population, economy
and settlement structures, the impacts of global politics and geo-strategic developments, the ratio
of global change and sustainable development, the intensity of global changes, by continents,
countries and regions in the horizontal and vertical direction, with the global changes in the
macro-, meso- and micro-region, the impact of global change on the future of humankind.
Learning outcomes
Training students to understand the causes of global changes, the effects of global changes on
natural geography, the social categories and regional structures, human influence on global
changes, globalization of the society, global politics and geo-strategic developments, global
change and sustainable development, global changes’ consequences on a global, regional and
local levels. Training students to develop critical thinking, with ability to predict possible
developments.
Syllabus
Theoretical instruction
Identification and adoption of new conceptual categories of global changes and globalization.
Changes in the solar system and their effect on the Earth. Global changes in the structures and
geological relief. Climate and global changes. Global changes and hydrosphere. The impact of
global changes on the biosphere, atmosphere and arable land. Planetary changes in world
population and the economy. The influence of planetary changes to revise settlement structures
and the change in the physiognomy of space. Global politics and geo-strategic developments.
Varying the intensity of global change on continents, countries and regions. Different intensity of
global change in the horizontal and vertical directions. Global changes and regions. Global
changes and macro-, meso- and micro-regions. Changes in living conditions globally. Global
change and the future.
Practical instruction
Introduction to the basic tools necessary to master the course work. Analysis of specific
examples of the impact of global changes on nature, society and regional structures. Learning the
consequences of global changes. Analysis of specific examples of changes on a global,
continental, national and local levels. Pointing to future trends by analysing current
developments.
Weekly teaching load
Lectures: 4 Exercises: 0 Other forms of
teaching:

Other:
Student research:

